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but rhymed heroics was an innovation. My grandfather had desired him to compete, so unwillingly he patched up an old poem on " The Battle of Armageddon/' and came out prizeman over Milnes, Hallam and others.
Charles Wordsworth (afterwards Bishop of St Andrews) writes to his brother Christopher Wordsworth, Sept. 4th, 1829 (see Annals of my Early Life> C Wordsworth, 1890):
What do you think of Tennyson's Prize poem ("Timbuctoo") ? If such an exercise had been sent up at Oxford, the author would have had a better chance of being rusticated, with the view of his passing a few months at a Lunatic Asylum, than of obtaining the prize. It is certainly a wonderful production; and if it had come out with Lord Byron's name, it would have been thought as fine as anything he ever wrote.
Arthur Hallam writes, Sept. I4th, 1829, to W. E. Gladstone:
I am glad you liked my queer piece about Timbuctoo. I wrote it in a sovereign vein of poetic scorn for anybody's opinion, who did not value Plato and Milton just as much as I did. The natural consequence was that ten people out of twelve laughed or opened large eyes; and the other two set about praising highly, what was plainly addressed to them, not to people in general. So my vanity would fain persuade me, that, like some of my betters, I "fit audience found, tho' few." My friend Tennyson's poem, which got the prize, will be thought by the ten sober persons afore-mentioned twice as absurd as mine; and to say the truth, by striking out his prose argument, the Examiners have done all in their power to verify the concluding words, "All was night" The splendid imaginative power that pervades it will be seen through all hindrances. I consider Tennyson as promising fair to be the greatest poet of our generation, perhaps of our century.
any poet, and? as far as I know, nothing of mine after the date of' Timbuctoo' was imitative. As for being original, nothing can be said which has not been said in some form or another before.")